Speech by Dr Rob Kelly for 

Keppel Fels TPG 500 Platform Loadout Ceremony

Mr. Lim, Mr. Choo, Mr. Tong, other distinguished guests, Keppel Fels staff, Shah Deniz Singapore Team, ladies and gentlemen ….. good morning.  It gives me enormous pleasure to be here at the Keppel Fels yard today to witness this special occasion of the Shah Deniz TPG 500 platform loadout.

This is now my fifth visit to the Keppel Fels yard over the past year and it is remarkable to think how quickly this endeavour has been completed.  I feel very honoured that I was able to press the button to “strike first steel” back on 21st July last year, and that I am here today to “strike the gong” to accept delivery of the platform hull sections, almost exactly one year later.

This achievement is even more impressive when I think back to Tuesday the 4th of March 2003, when I met Gerry McCarron in his office in Paris.  Only the week before, the Shah Deniz Partners had sanctioned the $3.3 billion US dollar Shah Deniz Stage 1 gas export project and I was in Paris to check everything was going OK with the TPG Project Team.  That is when Gerry gave me the shock news that we now needed to urgently seek alternative contractors.

I was still somewhat dazed and concerned when Gerry explained that he was going to jump on a plane to Singapore that week to talk to a Mr. Tong about fabricating the strips here at Keppel Fels.

I should not have worried ……. the rest, as they say, is history, and within the month, there was a team of Keppel Fels engineers based in the Paris office working with the Shah Deniz Project Team determined to strike steel in July, which you achieved.

All in all, it has been a quite remarkable 12 months, even for a company as remarkable as Keppel Fels!

While not wanting to single out anyone for special praise in what has been a true team effort on both the contractor and client side, I cannot help but mention the name of one person …… Project Director SK Leow.  No-one who met and worked with SK could fail to be impressed by his knowledge, experience, drive and commitment but, above all, his friendliness and integrity.  In future years, whenever I see or hear about the Shah Deniz Alpha platform, I will always remember SK.  Gerry McCarron will say a few more formal words about SK in a moment.

When I give speeches about the Shah Deniz project at industry conferences, people ask me how important is Shah Deniz to a company as big as BP.  I usually reply with two pieces of data: first, the Shah Deniz field is the largest operated hydrocarbon discovery BP has made since Prudoe Bay in Alaska was discovered over 30 years ago; and, second, a recent Goldman Sachs report ranked Shah Deniz as the global number 9 in the top 50 Energy Projects currently underway that will change the world.  So, in anyone’s terms, Shah Deniz is an important project for BP and the rest of the Shah Deniz Partners – Statoil, SOCAR, LukAgip, NICO, Total and TPAO.

Finally, I would like to congratulate everyone at Keppel Fels and the entire Shah Deniz Singapore Team for safely and successfully delivering these four main strips of the TPG500 platform.  It was always going to be a very tough challenge to meet our tight schedule for sailway and I have been delighted with the drive, teamwork and flexibility shown by everyone to meet our goals.

However, what has pleased me most of all is that this has been achieved safely, with over 4 million manhours worked on the project without a Days Away From Work Case.  Everyone can be rightly proud of what has been achieved and Keppel Fels have defintely lived up to their "Can Do" motto.  

I would now like to call upon Mr. Tong to come forward to receive a plaque commemorating the 4 million manhours LTA-free milestone.

In closing, all I would like to say is thank you all for what you have delivered on Strips 1 to 4, and keep working as safely and diligently on Strip 0!
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